
EDGE MARKING A BIBLE WITH THE BOOK TITLES  
by R H JOHNSTON  

Many people find it hard to locate bible references quickly. Edge-marking allows 
bible texts to be located rapidly with the minimum amount of wear and tear on 
the bible pages. With practice, the bible can be opened within a page or two of a 
required reference using this edge marking aid, by remembering that Isaiah 32 is 
about half way through Isaiah, for example. The system described is a modified 
version of that devised by the founder of "The Navigators".  

Stage 1: the pencil grid. Near to the top of the bible on the page edges, above 
the central area where most thumbing wear will occur, draw 7 lines in pencil 
(using a soft pencil which will easily erase) very lightly from the front to the back 
of the bible 1/4" apart, as shown in figure 1. (It is hard to write on the closed edge 
surfaces of a book, particularly to write small. It can be made easier by spreading 
the edge by bending the body of pages so that a larger area is presented to the pen 
or pencil (Figure 2). This makes it possible to write larger, and the marks 
produced on the very edge of the page itself ensure that a stronger, more durable 
image is produced.)  

Figure 1 The seven pencil lines   

Figure 2 Spreading the Bible Edge   

Stage 2: Marking the books. For the pages which form the book of Genesis, 
mark the bottom line in Indian ink using a 0.2mm drawing pen. This is done by 
selecting those pages into a group together, spreading them as before (Figure 2) 
and drawing the pen across these pages. With the page still spread, draw a small 
upper case G (for Genesis) above this line within the 1/4" space available. Repeat 
this process to give the pattern shown in Figure 3. For small books it is 
impossible to write a letter above the line. In some cases it is possible to write a 
letter by conjunction with an earlier, larger book (in which case the underline 
covers both books), as in the case of Judges and Ruth, JR. In this case a small line 
for the book itself can be placed 1/8" below the main line. The Minor Prophets are 
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spaced at 1/12" spacings. The later books of the New Testament are spaced at 1/8" 
spacings: the short books are grouped together as shown in the notes to Figure 3. 
Erase the pencil guidelines only when the ink is thoroughly dry (a couple of days 
later).  

Figure 3: The final layout  

 

Groupings for the New Testament Books:  

1) C=I & II Corinthians 7) I & II Timothy, Titus & Philemon 
2) Galatians 8) Hebrews 
3) Ephesians 9) James 
4) Philippians 10) I & II Peter 
5) Colossians 11) I,II & III John & Jude 
6) I & II Thessalonians 12) R=Revelation 

 
© R H Johnston, 1997, 2018 This paper may only be copied in its entirety for private non-
commercial use. All other usage requires the written permission of the author (email: 
rhjbibpap@rhj.org.uk).  

 2


	EDGE MARKING A BIBLE WITH THE BOOK TITLES �by R H JOHNSTON
	Figure 1 The seven pencil lines
	Figure 2 Spreading the Bible Edge
	Figure 3: The final layout




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [792.000 612.000]
>> setpagedevice


